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let rec fact n =
if n = 0 then 1
else n * fact (n-1)
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The theoretical basis for the core of the generic type system owes a great debt
to the expertise of Martin Odersky and Phil Wadler. Later., the system was
extended with wildcards. These were based on the work of Atsushi Igarashi and
Mirko Virel, which itself built on earlier work by Kresten Thorup and Mads
Torgersen. Wildeards were initially designed and implemented as part of a collab-
oration between Sun and Aarhus Umiversity. Neal Gafter and myself participated
on Sun’s behalf, and Erik Ernst and Mads Torgersen, together with Peter von der
Ahé and Christian Plesner-Hansen, represented Aarhus. Thanks to Ole Lehrmann-
Madsen for enabling and supporting that work.
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Igarashi, Atsushi, 54, 55,92
implement
See also classes; extends clause; interfaces
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